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Principal’s Message 
The 2020-2021 school year has been full of 
twists and turns as we adapted to moving 
from in-person to remote back to in-person 
and finishing the last quadmester in remote 
learning. I am very proud of the students 
and the staff as they strove to do their best 
during challenging circumstances. 
 

The end of the year is a time when we say 
farewell to staff members who are moving 
on from Sir Wil to other opportunities. I 
would like to say thank you to two daily oc-
casional teachers, Donna Laramee and 
Nissa Sills, who enthusiastically supported 
staff and students across many subject are-
as at SWL. 
 

In addition, other staff members’ term posi-
tions have come to an end, including:  
Hajar Al-Khazraji, Michel Bélanger, Pam-
ela Bentley, Jenna Dorion, Kim Holbein,  
Michelle LeBlanc-McDonald, Anu Mohan 
and Emma Steers. We appreciate all that 
they have done to support our students. 
 

Lindsay Coderre will be leaving SWL to 
teach at West Carleton Secondary 
School.  While we wish her well as she em-
barks on an exciting new opportunity, she 
will be greatly missed. 
 

Finally, the time has come to say a fond 
farewell to Laurie Watson, Office Adminis-
trator and heart and soul of Sir Wil these 
past 25 years.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Laurie has been instrumental in not only the 
smooth running of the school office, but 
also in the running of the day to day opera-
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tions of the entire school. She has been 
a steady hand and a calming voice for 
staff, students and parents alike. Laurie 
has dedicated much of herself to our 
school and the board and performed her 
duties in an exemplary fashion through-
out a long career. Now, as she heads to 
retirement we all wish her the very best. 
 

Nancy Girozan 
Principal 

OCDSB Director’s Citation 
Award 2021 
We are thrilled to report that our Director 
of Education has cited another of our 
staff members for exemplary work. Alex-
ander Molnar’s broadcasting program at 
Sir Wilfrid Laurier Secondary School is 
celebrated throughout the OCDSB and 
beyond! The superior video productions 
he creates with students are critical to 
many school and community events, and 
have won a number of recognitions and 
awards over the years.  

Under Alexander’s leadership, students 
in his Comm Tech program have also 
live-streamed and filmed the annual 
youth conference at Carleton University 
in honour of the National Day of Remem-
brance and Action on Mass Atrocities 
ever since it began in 2013. Alexander 
works hard to promote equity through his 
involvement in a Dual Credit program 
with Algonquin College, which exposes 
students to college level content, and his 
facilitation of videography workshops for 
underprivileged youth who are new to 
Canada. Alexander’s students and col-
leagues are extremely proud of his many 
accomplishments! 
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Virtual Arts Night 2021 
The theatre students created a number of student directed scenes for this year’s virtual arts 
night. Check it out at  
https://www.youtube.com/playlist?list=PLBbZilXus8wmvvUhj33--vLiA4RMo_hwn     

OCDSB awards 
SWL Student Recognition Award - 
Isabel Wackley 
 

The Sir Wilfrid Laurier Secondary 
School’s Student Recognition Award 
recipient for the 2020-2021 year is Isa-
bel Wackley. Over the past four years, 
Isabel has been an excellent student 
and outstanding leader by maintaining a 
high academic standard while helping 
to build a sense of community and spirit 
in our school. 

 

Isabel’s 
enthusi-
asm for 
Sir Wil is 
apparent 
through 
the many 
clubs and 
events 
that she 
has con-
tributed to 
through 
her partici-
pation, 

organizing, and volunteering. Her list of 
activities since grade 9 include the vol-
leyball team, Junior Band, Concert 
Band, Tour Band, Wind Ensemble, 
Leadership Camp Builder, Relay for 
Life, and Student Council. In her grade 
12 year, during a pandemic, Isabel took 
on the responsibility of becoming Stu-
dent Council Co-President as well as a 
valued member of the Link Crew. 
 

Part of Isabel’s job as Co-President in-
volved planning school wide theme 
days. While being limited in the imple-
mentation of her activities, Isabel still 
managed to create fun days creating a 
sense of belonging and school spirit.  
 

As a very active member of the band, 
Isabel has participated, organized, vol-
unteered, and performed in many of our 
musical events with great success. She 
volunteered to mentor many of our 
young musicians as well. Her pursuit for 
excellence in music, commitment to the 
department, and all the ensembles has 
set an example to all students and ex-
ceeded all expectations. 
 

In Link Crew, Isabel has been an out-
standing mentor to her group of grade 
9 students. She organized many activi-
ties as part of her responsibility. Her 
caring and approachable manner 
helped our young students feel at ease 
allowing her to guide them to make 
meaningful connections with other stu-
dents and the school during a particu-
larly hard year.  
 

Isabel’s contributions as a dedicated 
student, incredible mentor and out-
standing leader have had a significant 
impact on the Sir Wil community, es-
pecially during this unusual year. We 
are proud to honour her with this 
award. Congratulations Isabel. You will 
be missed.  
  
OCDSB Student Equity Award Nom-
inee - Mashkura Tabassum Tathoye 
 

As a Grade 12 student, and through-
out her entire high school career, 
Mashkura has reached above and be-
yond everyone’s expectations to en-
sure those around her thrive and excel 
at building a community where sup-
port, acceptance and learning are at 
the heart of the foundation.   
  

Not only did Mashkura play an integral 
role in our Link Program as a leader 
and mentor to all grade 9s at our 
school in her graduating year, she is 
the founder and creator of The Low 
Waste Project (TLWP): a youth-led 
social enterprise dedicated to introduc-
ing youth to environmental-
involvement. This initiative features 
eco-friendly workshops and aware-
ness-raising events.  This year TLWP 
collaborated with the Electronic Recy-
cling Association to help keep over 
3000 e-waste items out of landfills. 
Mashkura and the TLWP have created 
over 400 opportunities for youth to be 
more environmentally engaged in im-
pactful change.  
 

At the beginning of the pandemic, 
Mashkura observed the devastating 
effects of Covid-19 and began volun-
teering for Impact Without Contact: a 
non-profit organization that creates 
virtual-volunteer opportunities for 
youth. Mashkura designed “Thank 

You” cards for Staff at the Mont-
fort Hospital, took part in the 
#Youaremyhero appreciation 
video, and learned how to sew 
masks for front-line employees.  
 

Another example of Mashkura’s 
outstanding community contri-
butions and leadership is her 
work with Operation Ramzieh, a 
crisis relief organization, where 
she worked as a Phone Intake 
Volunteer. In addition to this, 
Mashkura, along with friends, 
organized the collection of PPE 
donations to assist ten local 
businesses over the past 
months, and helped to create 
social media accounts for these 
businesses in order to promote 
products and services for free to 
the public.  
 

Over the past four years of high 
school, Mashkura has demon-
strated her unique, impactful 
and inspiring leadership to so 
many of our students and staff 
that it goes beyond meas-
ure.  Her passion for what she 
believes in is contagious and 
the way she motivates, engages 
and encourages those around 
her is second to none. 
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More Good News about our Students! 
Grade 11 student Emma Ellsworth has been selected 
to be one of the two Canadian delegates to the US Na-
tional Youth Science Camp (NYSCamp) this year. The 
camp brings together keen students along with top-
level speakers from industry and academia. Check out 
the NYSCamp’s website to learn more about this re-
nowned event: https://www.nysf.com/w/programs/
nyscamp/ 

Youth Ottawa will feature Mashkura Tabassum Ta-
thoye’s initiative The Low Waste Project (TWLP), in 
their new Active Citizenship Initiative in which next 
year’s OCDSB Civics and Careers students will be 
challenged to start their own initiative. We expect 
Mashkura’s example will challenge students to start an 
environmental-focused project of their own! 

Christina Frederico has been accepted into the Parlia-
mentary Page program at the House of Commons of 
Canada. Only 40 applicants are chosen from across 
Canada each year. Pages are first-year undergraduate 
students registered at one of the four universities in the 
national capital region. They work on a part-time basis 
for one year. In the chamber and around Parliament 
Hill, pages support parliamentary democracy by provid-
ing a range of services to members of Parliament. Be-
sides having good marks, an impressive C.V., and 
acing an interview, Christina also had to demonstrate 
proficiency in both official languages. She has worked 
hard to gain this position and her teachers are very 

Student Transportation Update from 
the Ottawa Student Transportation Au-
thority (OSTA) 
OSTA’s priority is creating a transportation environment 
where students can feel safe and limit the transmission 
of the virus to the extent possible. OSTA, in consulta-
tion with the Ottawa-Carleton District School Board 
(OCDSB), Ottawa Catholic School Board (OCSB) and 
Ottawa Public Health (OPH), is reviewing the safe plan 
for bused students for the 2021/22 school year. We will 
continue to update parents and guardians throughout 
the summer and the beginning of the school year. Par-
ents can register for email notifications through 
the OSTA Parent Web Portal or follow OSTA 
on Facebook and Twitter for news, updates, safety tips, 
bus delays and cancellations.  
 

Information Accuracy Affects OSTA’s Planning 
Are you moving? Address changes affect OSTA’s ac-
curacy when we plan routes. During these complex 
times, it is critical that parents give their school the 

most accurate information AS SOON AS POSSIBLE to 
avoid extended waiting for a transportation change in the 
fall.  
 

OSTA is contemplating restricting changes this summer due 
to new processes that protect student health and we are 
also anticipating increased operational pressures which will 
delay changes. So, get your information in to be sure your 
eligible child has a spot reserved on a bus. 
 

Empty Seats/Courtesy Seating  
If physical distancing continues to be a requirement on yel-
low buses, the impact would significantly reduce the availa-
ble seating capacity. If this is the case, OSTA will likely 
suspend the Empty Seat program until physical distancing 
on school buses is no longer required. OSTA would then 
resume the empty seat program as soon as it is feasible to 
do so. This decision will be made at the end of August.   
 

OSTA Parent Web Portal Closed 
OSTA’s Parent Web Portal (Bus Stop Finder) will be closed 
from the end of June until mid-August. Please check our 
website and social media pages regularly for important 
transportation announcements, deadlines and other vital 
information. The portal will reopen mid-August with next 
year’s transportation information. 
 

Choosing to Drive? Let OSTA Know 
Some parents may choose to drive their children to school in 
the fall, rather than letting them take the bus, or may not be 
sending their children to school at all. Please opt out of stu-
dent transportation by completing the online form. You 
will be helping give those who really need transporta-
tion space on the bus. All services are expected to resume 
to normal standards once the COVID emergency protocols 
have been removed. 

School Zone Safety and Walk-A-Block 
As parents decide how to get their children to school, we 
anticipate an increase in car traffic around the school. We 
encourage students to walk to school as much as possible, 
but if walking isn’t an option, we urge parents who drive their 
children to school to drop your child off in the Ray Friel Cen-
tre parking lot and they can walk over to the school.  

Virtual School Bus and Pedestrian Safety Day 
OSTA’s Annual School Bus and Pedestrian Safety Day will 
be a virtual experience this year. We will be sharing safety 
materials throughout the summer to prepare new riders and 
remind experienced riders how to stay safe on the bus. 
OSTA will also be sharing materials relating to physical dis-
tancing on the bus, and hygiene and germ safety while trav-
elling.  

 


